
 

 

NEWS LETTER OF THE SOUTH BENDIGO 

FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB 

October 2017 Edition 
 
Welcome to the October edition of “Blood Lines”. The intent of the Club’s newsletter is to 
keep members, players and supporters informed about what’s happening at South by 
recalling the highlights of the month just passed and informing on what’s coming up in the 
month ahead. 
If there are any other areas or aspects of the Club that you would like to see us cover please 
feel free to submit your suggestions via a return email. 
 

125 YEAR CELEBRATIONS  

 

Blood Lines 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR 125 

REUNION COMMITTEE 

We are seeking interested people to help 
organise & coordinate the 125 celebrations. 
Past football & netball players, ex-committee 
members or any other interested supporters 
needed. It would also be nice to have people 
from across the decades, i.e. the 60’s, 70’s etc 
through to the current era.  

Initially meetings will need to be held monthly, 
then on a fortnightly basis as the event draws 
within a couple of months, culminating in 
weekly meetings from June onwards. Ideally 6 
to 8 people would form the committee and be 
able to help in the organisation of this 
significant event.  

If you can help please contact Stephen Dean 
on Mobile 0437 299063 or at 
msdean@bigpond.com  

 

 

mailto:msdean@bigpond.com


CYCLING CHAPLAIN 

Club Chaplain Dave Lovell, who normally provides an article for each edition of Blood 

Lines is currently cycling across Australia, from Bunbury to Bendigo along with a group of 

25 other cyclists, including his son, in what’s been dubbed the MAD Ride. They are raising 
funds for a local charity in Bendigo called MADCOW (this stands for: Make A Difference 
Change Our World). Their aim is to raise $50,000 for people of all descriptions in Bendigo 
who are feeling disadvantaged and marginalised within our own community. You can check 
out what Dave and his son are doing to make a difference by going to www.madcow.org.au 

On the road and not able to write a piece he sent us this little up date  

“I'm halfway across Australia on Mad Ride so will let this one go. Just 11 more days until I'm 
home. All going well but body is feeling tired now. 175 KM's a day is taking its toll. Our rest 
day at Streaky Bay on Saturday cannot come fast enough but donations up to $60,000. 
Amazing. 

chat soon 

Dave 

     
 
Cycling with intent... 
 
Dave Lovell 
South Bendigo FNC Chaplain 

 

 

Left: Dave Lovell, half way through the 

3500km trip and looking none the worse 

for wear. 

Below: Dave with his son in the middle of 

nowhere. At least it looks like the road 

couldn’t get any flatter ☺ 

http://www.madcow.org.au/


NETBALL NEWS 

Firstly, a big congratulations & pat on the back to everyone involved in our senior netball 
department for another successful season. The improvement & strength showed this past 
season is outstanding & everyone involved should be extremely proud. 

Benita had a great season with our A Squad - A Grade finished the season sitting 7th on the 
ladder with 7 wins, 11 losses. A massive improvement from the 2016 season finishing 9th 
with only 2 wins. 

A Reserve just missed out on playing finals by only 2 points, the girls had a great season 
with some fantastic wins against the top 5 sides. 

Kez had a great season also with the B Squad girls – B Grade having a really strong season 
playing their way through to the preliminary final but unfortunately, they were defeated by 
Eaglehawk by 2 goals in the dying minutes. 

B Reserve had an up & down season on court with some great wins along the way, 
unfortunately the team was rocked with multiple injuries & played their final Round 18 game 
with only 5 of the original selected players with some of our Under 17’s girls getting the 
opportunity to step out on court. 

Liz took on our newly introduced Under 17’s Development team along with our Under 17s. 

The Under 17’s girls had a big season with some fantastic hard fought wins on the board just 
missing finals finishing in 6th position on the ladder. With a few player adjustments due to 
injuries the girls settled in & played some great netball, it’s exciting to know these young 
players can come up through the ranks in the years to come. 

The Under 17’s development team also had a tremendous season, they played their way 
into the gran final in the BSNA completion & took court against Sandhurst, the girls were 
strong for a full 4 quarters & came away with a 4 goal win. 

Congratulations to our 3 senior coaches for a great season & all their hard work on & off the 
court and a HUGE congratulations to all of our players for their efforts & hard work in our 
2017 season. 

 

 



LEAGUE BEST & FAIREST 

CONGRATULATIONS to our B Reserve defender Emily Bakes on the BFNL League Best & 
Fairest Runners Up Award. 

Emily had an absolute stand out season being a powerhouse of defence for our B Reserve 
team, well done Emily, very well deserved. 

 

 

CLUB BEST & FAIREST NETBALL 

Well done to all of our award winners & players who polled in our 2017 season vote count, 
with some grades winners coming down to the wire. 

A Grade: 
Best & Fairest Winner – Lorrae Closter 
Joint Runner Up – Brooke Lawry & Chloe Adams 
Coaches award: Emily Cossar 
 

 
A Grade Netball B&F winner Lorrae Closter 



A Reserve: 
Best & Fairest Winner – Amy Morrissey 
Runner Up – Amanda Walters 
Coaches Award – Laura Valentine 
 
B Grade: 
Best & Fairest Winner – Paige Campbell 
Runner Up – Sarah Appleby 
Coaches Award – Taylor Mann 
 
B Reserve: 
Best & Fairest Winner – Emily Bakes 
Runner Up – Portia Whitehead 
Coaches Award – Morgan Lawson 
 
Under 17’s: 
Best & Fairest Winner – Hayley McLeod 
Runner Up – Mikeely Baber 
Coaches Award – Lucy McNamara & Emily Mynard 

 
 
SNAPS FROM THE SIDELINES 
Some of the best netball pic’s in Season 2017 from Scott McLeod 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 



Janelle Hobbs appointed South Bendigo director of coaching and 
A-grade Coach  
KIERAN ILES BENDIGO ADVERTISER 3 Oct 2017

 

New South Bendigo director of coaching and A-grade coach Janelle Hobbs (centre) with part of the 
Bloods coaching panel (from left Stacee Kingdon, Kiralee Beacham. Tara Everist and Emily Cossar 
Picture: DARREN HOWE 

SOUTH Bendigo has landed an off-court coup, with two-time BFNL premiership coach 
Janelle Hobbs moving to the Bloods.  

Hobbs, who led Kangaroo Flat to A-grade flags in 2014 and ’16 and a fourth-place finish this 
season, join the Bloods in the dual roles of director of coaching and A-grade coach.She will 
oversee a freshened coaching panel that includes assistant A-grade coach Tara Everist (A-
reserve), Kiralee Beachem (B-grade), assistant Bree Nalder, Stacee Kingdon (B-reserve), 
Liz Taylor (17-and-under) and assistant Emily Cossar. 

The Bloods had their best A-grade season in several years in 2017, under former coach 
Benita Swatton, and finished in seventh place with seven wins and 11 losses, half a win shy 
of Strathfieldsaye in sixth position. Their best win of the season came against Hobbs and 
Kangaroo Flat by three goals in round nine. 

South Bendigo netball operations manager Melissa Dillon said the club was excited to have 
someone of the calibre of Hobbs as coach of the club. “The club has worked really hard in 
the last couple of years to really hone in on our club structures – not just from a playing point 
of view, but a coaching point of view,” she said. “Our vision is starting to come to fruition. 

“Obviously with Janelle’s expertise and experience, we think as an A-grade coach, we need 
to let our players have the opportunity to develop under someone like her.” 

As the club continues to plan for an eventual full-time move to Harry Trott Oval and with a 
near entire new playing group leading the Bloods to their best finish to a season in at least 
four years, Dillon said there was plenty of excitement around netball at South Bendigo. 

“There was only one A-grade player from last year, so there was a big change within the 
squad,” she said. “Janelle has obviously seen there has been that improvement – hopefully 
she can take that to that next level. “She sees real scope for improvement, not just in A-
grade; there are a lot of players fighting for an A-grade spot.” 



Hobbs, who joined Kangaroo Flat in 2012, previously led YCW to seven Loddon Valley 
league grand finals across a number of grades and has regularly been coach of North 
Central netball region teams. 

As the length of her tenure at both clubs indicated, Hobbs said the decision to switch clubs 
was one she had not taken lightly. “I really loved my time at Kangaroo Flat, but after six 
years I thought it was time for another challenge and the director of coaching of role 
combined with A-grade coach suits me down to a tee,” she said. 

“I’m super excited – it’s like I have a new lease of life. “I’m not one who will swap clubs a lot 
– the ones I have been at I have been there a long time. “Once we put a program in place, I 
like to see that through - hopefully we can get the success. 

“That has happened in the past, so I am hoping with all these other coaches on-board, we 
get South up there in BFNL netball. “Our aim to is to make South a destination club.”  

 

JUNIOR NETBALL 

 
2017 BSNA Winter Season 
 

The 2017 BSNA Winter Season was a very successful one for the South Bendigo Junior 

Netball Club – winning the Section 1A premiership and finishing runner’s up in four other 

Sections.  It is remarkable to think how far all our teams have come this year and we are 

very proud of all our players and coaches and how hard they have worked to improve and 

develop their skills and to be the best that they can be – congratulations to you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 1A Premiers 

South Bendigo 17/U Junior Development Team 

defeated Sandhurst Rockets 38-34 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 3B Runner’s Up 

South Bendigo Silver 

defeated by Zodiacs Aquarius 22-31 

Section 13B Runner’s Up 

South Bendigo White 

defeated by St Therese’s Gold 26-30 

Section 4A Runner’s Up 

South Bendigo Blue 

defeated by Girton Sapphires 17-19 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
End of Season Presentation Night 
 

The Junior Netball Club held its Presentation Night at the QEO Club Rooms on Wednesday 

20th September.  It was great to see so many of our families come together to celebrate the 

2017 season and what it means to be a part of the South Bendigo Football Netball Club family.  

We were very lucky to have Amy Morrissey from the senior netball division join us who shared 

her Club story with us and what it means to her to be a 100-game player for South.   

 

 

Section Grade 6B Runner’s Up 

South Bendigo Green 

defeated by Holy Rosary Blue 12-20 

Section 3A Semi-Finalists 

South Bendigo Gold 

defeated by Falcons Fierce 



On the night, Awards were presented to players in the following categories: 

• Coach’s Award / Most Consistent Player Award – this award was voted on by the coach 

and team manager for the girl who showed the most commitment, motivation, 

enthusiasm and effort over the season   

• Best and Fairest – this award was based on the season tally of votes awarded by the 

opposition team to the three best players in every game 

• Player’s Player Award – this award was voted on by the players for the girl in their team 

who they believe exhibited the best team spirit and values   

 

Well done to all the girls for the way they represented the Club this year and our sincere 

congratulations to our very deserving award winners:    

 

South Bendigo Pink  

Coach's Award Jaci Rutter 

Player's Player Award Claudia Gray 

Most Consistent Player Award Sammy Johnston 

South Bendigo Green  

Coach's Award Lila Wilson 

Player's Player Award Kaitlyn Felini 

Most Consistent Player Award Ellie Thompson 

South Bendigo Red  

Best and Fairest Georgia Warne 

Player's Player Award Taylah Murphy 

Coach's Award Grace Bales 

Coach's Award Abbey Seaward 

South Bendigo White  

Best and Fairest Lily Giles 

Player's Player Award Aaliyah Johnson 

Coach's Award Sophie Giles 

South Bendigo Blue  

Best and Fairest Melanie Daly 

Player's Player Award Gemma Ritchie 

Coach's Award Madi Fry 

South Bendigo Silver  

Best and Fairest Audrey Keck 

Player's Player Award Shannon Daly 

Coach's Award Alex Cornish-Dreschler 

  



South Bendigo Gold  

Best and Fairest Brianna Harris 

Player's Player Award Felicia Eldridge 

Coach's Award Sarah Wilkes 

South Bendigo Junior Development Team  

Best and Fairest Alex Crouch 

Coach's Award Carissa Brook 

Most Consistent Player Award Morgan McClellan 

 

 

2018 BSNA Winter Season 
 

Yes, it’s hard to believe that the 2017 Winter Season is barely behind us and we are already 

busily planning for next year!  We will shortly be calling for expressions of interest for 

coaching positions and setting dates for player registration and try-out days.  We have 

already had a number of new players express interest in playing with South Bendigo next 

year and we look forward to a long and rewarding association with all our families – both 

new and current.  

 

 
The Grade 6 Green team enjoying dinner at one of the club’s major sponsors McDonalds 

 



SPONSOR OF THE MONTH 

 

Ray White Bendigo 
Ray White is a 110-year-old family business and locally, with more than 17 years of 

combined experience within the real estate industry, a REIV Award for Excellence, the Ray 

White Bendigo team is well placed to achieve excellent results for both vendors and 

landlords. 

As part of Australasia’s largest real estate group, when you choose the Ray White Bendigo 

team, you have access to the latest information on property in the local area, industry trends, 

support of a national Real Estate brand, plus the youth and enthusiasm of an award winning 

team. 

Being Bendigo born and bred, the locally known team, are passionate about the Bendigo 

community, the local property market and providing continued excellence in customer 

service. They have a strong reputation of always acting with a high standard of ethics and 

professionalism, supported by their growing referrals and new introductions. 

Ray White Bendigo situated in the heart of Bendigo’s CBD, a well-placed prime position to 

maintain its high visibility. The property management team is dedicated to the ongoing 

growth and development of the rental department and increased confidence for property 

investors. 

If you are buying or selling property, why not contact the Ray White Bendigo team? 

 

Ray White Bendigo 
27 Queen Street  
Bendigo, VIC 3550, Australia 

Phone: 5443 8500     Fax: 5443 8700     Email: bendigo.vic@raywhite.com 

 

 

SUPPORT THE SPONSORS WHO SUPPORT OUR CLUB 
 

tel:(03)%205443%208500
mailto:bendigo.vic@raywhite.com


FOOTBALL NEWS  
 

BFNL end of season review 
Luke West Bendigo Advertiser 1 Oct 2017,  
 

 
EVASIVE: South Bendigo's Isaiah Miller in action against Golden Square in round 16 - the day he suffered 

a season-ending kidney injury. 

CLUB by club review of the 2017 Bendigo Football-Netball League season. 

6th – South Bendigo 

A season of big improvement for the Bloods, but  

they ultimately couldn’t go the distance and crack 

it for a finals return for the first time since 2012. 

 

Suffered a massive blow in round five when an  

ankle injury ended the season of their star recruit 

Kaiden Antonowicz, yet he still finished as the  

Bloods’ equal leading goalkicker with 29, despite  

only playing four-and-a-bit games. 

 

Following a year sidelined luckless coach Brady  

Childs suffering another ACL injury, a broken leg  

to Joel Swatton and ruckman Kieran Strachan’s  

ankle injury also eventually took its toll on the  

Bloods, who after one stage being 9-4 lost their  

last five games to finish sixth. 

                   

Record – 9-9, 115% 
Avg. for/against – 94/81 
Attack ranking – 6th 
Defence ranking – 5th 
Quarters won – 40 of 72 
Players used – 40 
Avg. player points – 36.4 
Comparison to last year –  
+4 wins, +29 points  
(attack: +24, defence: +5) 
 

Club best top five: 
Mitch Rogerson – 52 
Aaron Connaughton – 34 
Blair Whelan – 33 
Isaiah Miller – 31 
Zac Hare – 27 
 

Top goalkickers: 

Kaiden Antonowicz – 29 

Liam Bartels – 29 

Brad Wright – 26 

Brock Harvey – 26 

Alex Hywood – 14 

 



CLUB BEST & FAIREST FOOTBALL 

Congratulations to all our award winners & players who polled in our 2017 season B&F vote 
count. See below for details. 

Seniors:  
Best & Fairest    Mitch Rogerson 
Runner Up Best & Fairest  Isaiah Miller 
Most Consistent   Kieran Strachan 
Coach's Award   Blair Whelan 
Most Improved  
(Tom Harrington Memorial Award)  Jayden Sheean 
Best Clubman    Brad Wright 
Goal Kicking    Kaiden Antonowicz 
Goal Kicking    Liam Bartels 
 

 
Senior Football B&F Winner Mitch Rogerson 

 
 
Reserves:  
Best & Fairest    Nathan Newlan 
Runner Up Best & Fairest  Tim Arnold 
Runner Up Best & Fairest  James Pietromonaco 
Most Consistent   Nathan Devanny 
Coach's Award   Andrew Vanheumen 
Most Improved   Clayton Howe 
Best Clubman    Tyler McLeod 
Goal Kicking    James Pietromonaco 
 
Under 18 ‘s: 
Best & Fairest    Brayden Sheahan 
Runner Up Best & Fairest  Mitchell Goodwin 
Most Consistent   William Keck 
Coach's Award   Dermot Sheehan 
Most Determined   Kade Blow  
Best Clubman    Lachlan Petri  
Goal Kicking    Will Allen 
Best in Finals    Alexander Smith-Ralph 
 
  
Best Club Person Award   Ian Connaughton 
(Vin Fitzgerald Award) 



SENIORS UPDATE 
 

 
 
The 2017 season may be over but a lot of work has continued through September with the 
catering for the finals, preparation for the Best and Fairest Awards and recruitment for the 
2018 season.  

Firstly, congratulations to Mitch Rogerson on winning the senior best and fairest. Rogo had 
an outstanding year where he consistently performed playing off the wing and racked up 
plenty of possessions. It was pleasing to see Rogo win given that at one point in the 
preseason it looked as if he would miss the season through injury.  Great work also to Isaiah 
Miller on coming Runners Up. Issy had a great year, where he played more through the 
midfield and troubled many opposition with his running game and elite skills.  

I’d also like to congratulate all other winners for their terrific seasons, the entire club has 
really made a huge improvement across all football and netball grades, which is reflective of 
all the hard work by players, coaches and committee – well done everyone.  

The 2018 senior coaching group has now been finalised, and I’d like to welcome Kaiden 
Anotonowicz who will join Julian Lake as my assistant coaches. We will again be joined by 
Marcus Smalley and John Hardinge as line coaches.  

I’d also like to congratulate Jacob Smythe and Dan Farrelly on their appointment as Reserve 
Co-Coaches. Dan will also continue in his Fitness and Conditioning role, which he has done 
so successfully over the previous three seasons. Smythie and Dan will complement each 
other well, and do a terrific job in leading the reserves in 2018. I look forward to working with 
the both of you.  

It’s also terrific to have Neil Torpey back on board for his third season as the Under 18s 
coach. The young group is again in great hands, as Torps showed this year his ability to 
develop the guys through the implementation of an exciting game plan, while also building a 
great team culture. 

Recruitment is well underway for the 125th anniversary year, which it’s great to see that 
already 80% of the 2017 senior list have recommitted, while a number of top age Under 18s 
have also committed. The club is working extremely hard in its strategic recruitment to bring 
in a small number of players in which to complement the 2017 list, and fill some key 
positions. I’d like to use this opportunity to welcome two new recruits for season 2018 in; 
Lachlan Furness from White Hills FC, a young small forward/mid who this year represented 
the Heathcote District FL at Inter league level, while we have also signed Callum Crisp, a 



young 200cm Ruck/Forward, who played this season at Wedderburn, but previously played 
for senior footy at Myrtleford in the Ovens & Murray FL.  

Following the 2017 results with strategic recruitment and continued development in the 
recommitted 2017 group, it’s easy to become excited for season 2018.  

Thanks again for everyone’s support for the past season, and I look forward to seeing you 
all, working hard and celebrating the clubs 125th anniversary in what I know will be a very 
successful season across the entire club.  

 
Go Bloods!!! 
Brady Childs – Senior Coach 
 

 

 

RESERVES UPDATE 
 
This is my last chance as a coach, so forgive me if this is a lot of acknowledgements and 
thank you’ s. 

Can I firstly congratulate all football and netball sides in the way they’ve gone about it this 
year. The culture that exists on and off the ground is wonderful and in particular a pat on the 
back for sides that represented the club in the finals. 

The Reserves did play in an elimination final but were beaten by a better Gisborne side on 
the day who had qualified a heavy senior contingent. The ever-growing list of serious injuries 
during the year did take a great toll across both senior grades and left both the sides 
decimated. I couldn’t be prouder of all our footballers and in most seasons the Reserves 13-
5 win-Loss season result would’ve earned our guys a double chance. The gap between us 
and the eventual winners was very narrow as was acknowledged in the Cup acceptance 
speeches.      

 Congratulations to Nath Newlan who only arrived at the club in round 9 and played 2 senior 
games but still managed to win our club Reserves B&F. He’s a talented youngster that along 
with many of our Reserves are only a full and good pre-season with the club away from 
being senior regulars. It’s a testament to the evenness of our Reserves side in that the top 
twelve in the B&F had only a single vote card separate them. Congratulations big Jim 
Pietramonaco who lead our club and came forth in the league goal kicking with 43 from his 
15 games and drew as our B&F Runner-Up with club favourite son and Reserves Captain 
Tim Arnold whose aggressiveness, consistency and leadership is something very special, 



that he and the club can be very proud of and that I personally have been extremely grateful 
having his support. 

Dan Farrelly who is the club’s fitness coach came on this year in an additional role as co-
coach to assist me and for his own development. He is an absolute ripper, his commitment 
to the guys and willingness to take on every and anything is a testament to his metal as a 
person. He played games initially just to help us but finished 4th in our sides goal kicking. 
Personally, I can’t thank him enough and it’s great that he is doing it again along with Jacob 
Smythe. These two blokes are highly respected and understand what it will take to make that 
next step with the rest of the coaching staff to go the whole way as a club and I couldn’t be 
happier with these appointments.   

Thank you to Rick and Ian who appointed me and thank you to them and the full committee 
at South for supporting Dan and me. Again, congratulations as a committee in creating a 
template for success and giving the coaching staff and club the tools needed.        

I’ve really enjoyed the inclusion of Marcus Smalley and Johnny Hardinge. Brendan Francis is 
a very inciteful man and the perfect fit as chairman of selectors. Brady and Jules are both 
awesome blokes and a great combination as coaches whose growth and knowledge has 
been rapid and significant in the last two years. They are developing a style and culture that 
will hold up in finals and I really feel that next season in the clubs 125th year that something 
special is brewing.  

Lastly to all the guys I’ve had the good fortune to meet and coach over the last two 
years…your opportunity in footy is still come! You are so close…if you expect a little more of 
yourself and your team mates and choose to earn and be successful, then it is yours for the 
taking. I have had some amazing and unique opportunities in my life and being involved at 
South has definitely been one of these. I’ve always loved footy and I’ve had a ball coaching 
Resi’s at South so thank you to all. I’ll still be on the side lines cheering the footballers and 
netballers on.   

GO BLOODS!!!   

Bryce Balsillie & Dan Farrelly. 
Reserves Coaches. 

 

 

 



SNAPS FROM THE SIDELINES 
Some of the best football pic’s in Season 2017 from Scott McLeod 

 

 



 

 

 

 



JUNIOR FOOTBALL 

Well another season is done and dusted and what a great season it has been. Who would 

have thought at the start of the season we would have 3 sides play finals football, one miss 

out by just one game? Two sides made the Grand Final and we have one Premiership. Our 

most successful season in years!!! 

Our Auskick program continues to run on a Sunday morning at Tom Flood Sports Centre 

and was again organised by tireless Natasha Rowe and Nev Clark. Certainly, the highlights 

were several trips to Melbourne to play at Half Time on the MCG. I must say it sounds like 

the parents were more excited than the kids to play on the MCG in front of 90,000 Richmond 

supporters for the game against GWS. 

Our U9/U10 group has grown in numbers thanks to the tireless work by Nev Clark and 

Natasha Rowe. This is the first year that we have fielded sides in both U9 and U10 age 

groups for several seasons. Although the games are not considered competitive at this age 

level there is no doubt our boys and girls acquitted themselves well on the field and most 

importantly continued to develop their skills for next year. A big thanks to Jason Mitchell for 

helping on the coaching side of things each week and team manager Dustin Lavery. 

Our U12 side was coached by Dan Wright with assistance from John Baralari. James 

Forsyth kept everyone inline, organised and runs a professional ship on the management 

side of things. The improvement in these boys from round 1 to the end of the season was 

amazing. We certainly didn’t expect to play finals at the end of the first half of the season. 

However, some great coaching and development from the players saw them make it into the 

finals losing to Golden Square by a few points only weeks after a 60 point loss to the same 

side. No doubt we earnt our spot and proved we deserved to play finals footy. 

Anthony Purcell took on the role of coach for our U14 Reserves side and did an outstanding 

job at building a team that worked hard for each other. After going most of the season 

undefeated we hit a few bumps through a combination circumstances beyond our control in 

the last round and the start of the finals. To the team’s credit they put this behind them to win 

a thriller over Sandhurst and earn another crack at Huntly in the Grand Final. The loss of 

Fraser Ross to a back injury at the beginning of the match, a broken nose to Riley Tawton in 

the first quarter and Jack Hopley battling thru the game with a broken finger certainly didn’t 

help. The boys should be very proud of their efforts against a much bigger side in losing by 

14 points after leading in the 3rd quarter.  

The U14 side had a fantastic year and there is no doubt that having an active and engaging 

parental groups makes the season that much more enjoyable. Thanks Anthony, manager 

Neil McArthur and the extensive list of parents that helped. 

Our Grand Final winning U16 reserves side………. Do I need to say anymore…….? Well 

done to the three Micks and Tim Shannahan they couldn’t have done it without you. Also 

thanks to a great parental group who always put their hand up to help. Coach Mick Easton 

played a total of 31 players in the Reserves side thru the year as we gave many players the 

opportunity to play Senior football. Look out 2018 as this group moves into Senior’s. A 

special mention to Jesse Baralari who was the unlucky one to miss out on a spot in the 

Grand Final team. Thanks Jesse for your fantastic attitude and team support. 



Peter Tyack took on the role of coach for our U16 Seniors and worked hard to bring some 

new players to the club to add some depth to a young squad that fielded a lot of bottom age 

players. The team tested itself against the best in the league and can be proud of their 

efforts. We look forward to seeing the top age boys trial with our U18 side next year in what 

is shaping as a very competitive squad. 

The end of the season can’t go by without acknowledging the U16 team manager Rob 

Robertson. Robbo has been a tireless worker for the Junior Division over the last 7 or 8 

years along with his role on the club executive. His passion for SBFNC and the countless 

hours he has spent doing all thing Junior football are a credit to him. THANKS ROBBO. 

The Graeme Wright Memorial Award was presented to Connor Robertson. We believe 

Connor is the first and only player to have played 150 games for the junior division. Connor 

was runner up in the U16 seniors Best and Fairest. Even after his own team finished the 

season Connor attended all the U16 Reserves training sessions and helped man the 

scoreboard during the Junior Finals. Congratulations Connor on at great Junior career and 

we wish you all the best as you head to Senior football in 2018. Connor is a shining example 

of what we stand for as a club both on and off the field. 

2018 will be a huge year for all of us at South’s. The club celebrates its 125th year and we 

have planned several events as part of the celebrations. We expect to have two U16 and 

U14 sides with both age groups competing in the senior division. U15 girls will kick off as a 

feed into our U18 girls football. While our Aus Kick, U9, U10 and U12 age groups look set to 

continue to grow as we become a destination club. 

Finally, a huge thanks to the tireless Junior committee of Mick Sheill, Lisa Douglas, Carolyn 

Ross, Natasha Rowe, Siobhan Tawton, Dustin Lavery, and James Forsyth. 

Anyone interesting in having an active part of the Junior division in 2018 be that coach, 

manager, committee or in any other capacity please feel free to contact Gareth Tawton on 

0418 482 342. 

THE BLOODS ARE ON THE MOVE 

Gareth Tawton 
Junior Football Division 
 
  
 

 



YOUTH GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 
Our U18 girls side could hardly field a team in 2016 but thanks to the driving passion of 

Emma Tomlins and Maddie Townsend we started the season with a full list. Who could 

forget the cheer when the girls won their first game. Mark Taig stepped in and helped out 

with a 3 pronged coaching group while Lee Taig continued in her role as Manager. The girls 

just missed out on finals by one game but most importantly had another wonderful year of 

growth, development and fun. We look forward to expanding girls football next year with an 

U15 and U12 girls side.  

 

 

. 
 

                                               
 

 

 



FIXTURE & RESULTS 

 
Qualifying Final: 2nd September at the QEO 
Football 

 Seniors Reserves U18’s 

South Bendigo   12:11-83 

Sandhurst   9:12-66 

  
Elimination Final: 3rd September at the QEO 
Football 

 Seniors Reserves U18’s 

South Bendigo  5:13-33  

Gisborne   15:10-100  

 Netball 

 A Grade A Reserve B Grade B Reserve U17’s 

South Bendigo   34   

Kangaroo Flat   25   

 
Second Semi Final: 9th September at the QEO 
Football 

 Seniors Reserves U18’s 

South Bendigo   6:2-38 

Strathfieldsaye   12:8-80 

  
First Semi Final: 10th September at QEO  
Netball 

 A Grade A Reserve B Grade B Reserve U17’s 

South Bendigo   53   

Strathfieldsaye   35   

 
Preliminary Final: 10th September at QEO  
Netball 

 A Grade A Reserve B Grade B Reserve U17’s 

South Bendigo   34   

Eaglehawk   36   

 
 

 



MAJOR SPONSORS IN 2017 

 

                       

 
 

  

                           
                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

             

 

 


